The Confession of 1535

Historical Introduction

The Moravian Church, both ancient and modern, has produced
numerous confessions of faith. Generally, though, they have served not as
guidance for members of the church, but as explanation to outsiders of what the
church teaches. This was certainly the case with the Confession of 1535.

The Moravians had been accused of teaching and practicing all sorts of
weird things and in some cases had been persecuted because of this. It was felt
that to reduce misunderstandings it might help to lay out clearly what our
church really believed and taught and to place this before Ferdinand I, king of
the Romans, Bohemia, and Hungary, and Charles V, the Holy Roman emperor.
The Lutherans had done this in 1530 with their famous Augsburg Confession.
That document gave an impetus and guidance for the production of the
Confession of 1535. Basically then, the Confession of 1535 provides our own
Moravian slant while agreeing with the Lutherans’ Augsburg Confession in the
theological substance of our salvation by faith through Christ’s suffering, death,
and resurrection. Martin Luther even wrote a preface to the Confession of 1535
approving its basic content.

The Confession of 1535 did not achieve its goal of winning over King
Ferdinand or Emperor Charles, but it does furnish us with a summary of
Moravian theology of the time. The Moravian Church was almost totally
destroyed in the Thirty Years War, surviving only as a “hidden seed.” When the
church was renewed in Germany in the 1700s it was thought more prudent to
adhere publicly to the legally recognized Augsburg Confession to assert our
basic orthodoxy and respectability rather than reintroduce the Confession of
1535. In addition, the Confession was written in a somewhat difficult style and
dealt with several things that were more of an issue in the 16th century than
centuries later. Moreover, the Confession was too long to be used liturgically in a
church service, and Moravians were — and are — more interested in expressing
our theology in hymns and liturgies rather than in formal confessions.

That attitude has prevailed until recent years when questions have
arisen again about “what do you Moravians really believe and teach.” So once



again the Confession of 1535 gives us a valuable resource for giving an answer
to such queries.

About This Translation

The Confession of 1535 was first published in 1536, but since it was in
the Czech language its readership was limited. To give it wider circulation, the
Confession was reprinted in 1538 by Georg Rhaw,! the Lutheran printer and
composer. This time the printing was in Latin, the universal language of
European theologians and scholars of the time. An English version was not done
until Jaroslav Pelikan translated it for his 1946 doctoral dissertation.2 Now 470
years after its first appearance it is timely — some may say it is about time — for
the Moravian Church to have its own English translation of the Ancient Unity’s
principal statement of faith, the Confession of 1535.

This translation of the Confession was done from a facsimile reprint of
Georg Rhaw’s Latin printing, located in Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf
Materialien und Dokumente: Bekenntnisse der Béhmischen Briider (Hildesheim,
Germany, and New York: Georg Olms Verlag, 1979, Reihe 1, Band 3). In
accordance with current fashion, this translation employs inclusive language.
Scripture translations are generally taken from the New Revised Standard
Version and the King James Version. Where appropriate, though, a completely
new translation of the Scripture was done adhering to the words the Brethren
used to emphasize their point.

Since verse numbering was not done until the Reformed Church began it
in 1551, the Confession of 1535 identifies Scripture quotations only by chapter
at best. Careful textual comparison with the Latin Vulgate has provided the
verse references and confirmed many of the identifications originally made by
Jaroslav Pelikan.

C. Daniel Crews, Archivist

Moravian Church in America, Southern Province
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

October 17, 2005

2nd ed. May 21, 2007

1 Rhaw is familiar to members of the Renewed Moravian Church today for the tune 22 A,
Rhaw, which is sung with Zinzendorf’s hymn, “The Savior’s Blood and Righteousness.”

2 Pelikan’s translation has since been published by Yale University Press (“The Bohemian
Confession, 1535,” Creeds and Confessions of Faith in the Christian Tradition, edited by
Jaroslav Pelikan and Valerie Hotchkiss. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press,
2003, 1:796-833).
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Confession of Faith and Religion
Of the Barons and Nobles
Of the Kingdom of Bohemia
Presented
To the Most Serene and Invincible
King of the Romans, Bohemia, etc.,
At Vienna, Austria,
In the year of our Lord
1535

Acts 24[:14]
But this I confess to you, that according to the Way,
which they call a heresy,
I worship the God of our ancestors,
believing everything which is written
in the Law and the Prophets.



Preface
of
Doctor Martin Luther

Ilthough these Brethren, who are active throughout Bohemia and

Moravia, have already published their confession and doctrine so

successfully and learnedly that they do not need any commendation or
preface from me, nevertheless since for many years now they have been
ridiculed with the hateful name of “Picards” or heretics and schismatics, it
seems that I might be able to do them good by my testimony (if indeed my
testimony counts for anything), especially among our people and among all who
are eagerly devoted to true piety. For what do I care what the Papists think of
me, seeing as they have long been an unprincipled and mentally corrupt bunch
of people, who, as Paul says [Titus 3:11] are “sinning and self-condemned.” “I
am crucified to them, and they are crucified to me” [Gal. 6:14].

To be sure, when I was a Papist, and a most fervent emulator of the
Roman traditions — (for those who are Papists nowadays and write against us
are not as serious about it as I was, but are totally cold and do whatever they do
out of spite or a desire for gain, and they themselves would be against the
Papacy if they could hope for greater riches and glory from us) — anyway, as I
say, when [ was a Papist I truly hated those “Picards” to death out of my zeal for
God and religion, and I wasn’t looking to get any riches or glory out of it. But
then, when I happened to come upon some books of John Hus unexpectedly and
saw the Scriptures treated so powerfully and purely in them, I was amazed that
the Pope and Council had burned such a great man. Terrified, I slammed the
book shut suspecting that there must be poison under the honey which might
infect my simplicity, so violently did fascination with the name of Pope and
Council have control of me.

But when it pleased Him who separated me from my mother’s womb to
reveal to me that son of perdition, I fought with flesh and blood in many a
disputation with the best men I could find, fearing that the light that was in me
might become darkness. I greatly mistrusted myself because of the length and
breadth and depth of the pontifical majesty which I believed was guided by the
Holy Spirit and incapable of error, until I gradually became more confirmed in
my doubts as the Papists spewed with foam like the raging waves of the sea (as
Jude [13] says) their confusion against my trifling bickerings and preludes. Then
I began to consider the Pope suspect and gradually came to despise him. And

CONFESSION OF 1535 PAGE 2



then, as his ever more inadequate defenders put forth books that were vainer
than vanity itself, I came to recognize him as the abomination standing in the
holy place.

Here my heart began to be joyful, and looking around at all whom the
Pope had damned and condemned to hell as heretics, I began to praise them as
saints and martyrs, especially those whose pious writings and confessions I
could find. Truly I suspected that the rest of them either were not proven guilty
or had erred by some other weakness which would be counted as a minor fault if
the Papists were just willing to follow St. Paul’s advice [Gal. 6:1]: “If any are
caught in a fault, then you who are spiritual should instruct them in a spirit of
gentleness, considering yourselves so that you are not tempted also.” Instead
they followed Satan’s fury and ruled the sheep of Christ with harshness and
power, as Ezekiel [34:4] says, and they have not stopped doing that to this day.

Among these happened to be these same Brethren, whom they [the
Papists] call “Picards,” but now these did not seem so perverse as they did when
I was in my Papist period. I then found among them a unique and great miracle,
almost unheard of in the Pope’s church, and that is that, leaving aside human
doctrine as much as they could, they were meditating on the Law of God day
and night, becoming experienced and proficient in the Scriptures, while among
the Papists these teachers of ours were neglecting the Scriptures, though they
like to boast of the title [Doctor of Holy Scripture]. Some of these Brethren had
never actually seen a Holy Bible. Indeed, it could not be otherwise since the
languages lay neglected, not just Greek and Hebrew, but Latin too, so that some
passages necessarily remained obscure to them. And this weakness stuck to
them, since they wanted to avoid the thorns and swamps of the Sophists and
monks; they simply abstained from all study of the arts, being forced by poverty
to engage in manual labor anyway.

But now they are progressing and becoming more cultured and free, not
to say more illustrious and better, so that I can hope they will not be displeasing
to all true Christians. We also ought to give the greatest thanks to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to the riches of His glory
commanded the light of His word to shine out of darkness to destroy death in us
anew and bring life to light. And we ought to congratulate them as well as
ourselves that now the barrier of suspicion, which was between us and made us
see one another as heretics, has been removed, and we have been brought
together into one fold under one Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, who is
blessed forever. Amen.

If there are some differences from us in their Confession concerning rites
and ceremonies or celibacy, let us remember that every ritual or every
observance of the churches has never been, nor could they be, exactly the same.
The variations of people, systems, and times do not permit this; only let the
doctrine of the faith and morals be preserved. For this ought to be the same, as
Paul often warns [1 Cor. 1:10]: “Let all say the same thing” and again [Rom.
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15:6]: “that with one mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” For their [the Brethren’s] state and condition do not permit that
marriage be as free among them as it is among us. Again, it is enough that it is
permitted to anyone, and that it is not taught that it is a sin for anyone, but this
is left to each one’s faith and conscience. I therefore commend this Confession of
the Brethren to all who are pious in the Lord. In it they will see clearly how
unjustly they have been damned and harassed by the Papists up to this point.
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Articles or Topics of the Confession
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The Holy Scriptures

The Catechism

Faith of the Holy Trinity

Sin and One’s Recognition of It [or Its Fruit]
Penitence

Christ the Lord and Faith in Him

Good Works

The Holy Catholic Church

The Superintendents, or Ministers of the Church
The Word of God

. The Sacraments

Baptism

. The Lord’s Supper

. The Keys of the Church

. Ceremonies

. Magistrates, or Secular Powers
. Worship of the Saints

. Fasting

. Celibacy

. The Time of Grace
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Article 1
The Holy Scriptures

irst, we all with unanimous consent teach the Holy Scriptures, which are

contained in the Bible, and were received by the fathers, and given

canonical authority, as unshakably and most certainly true. These
Scriptures are to have preference over any other writings, as the sacred is to be
preferred over the profane and the divine over the human. They are to be
believed absolutely and simply, and indeed the dogmas of truth through which
people are instructed and formed through faith for salvation and righteousness
are to be sought and derived from them.

Therefore, because they have been handed down, delivered, and inspired
by God Himself, mostly through Peter and Paul, and that they may be
understood by all, which is a most compelling reason, they are read and recited
in our churches in our common native language, especially the Gospels and
Epistles, as was the custom in the ancient Church. And therefore lectures and
exhortations, as needs and circumstances require, are frequently delivered to
the people in public meetings.

However, they also say that the writings of the doctors of the Church,
especially the ancient ones, are to be held as true and trustworthy and useful
for the instruction of the people, but only as they do not disagree with the holy
Scriptures. And they want their own writings to be considered as binding only as
far as they are in agreement with the Holy Scriptures. Augustine spoke about
this in the preface to his third book on the Holy Trinity [Preface, §2; see Internet:
www.newadvent.org/fathers/130103.htm]: “Do not be as devoted to my writings
as you are to the canonical Scriptures. If you find anything in the Scriptures
which you did not believe before, believe it now without hesitation; but in my
books, what you did not believe before, unless you now know for sure that it is
certain, do not hold it firmly.” And he says elsewhere: “Do not believe my words,
nor even those of Ambrose, in the same way you believe the Holy Scriptures.”
And this is also said in the ninth distinction of the Decrees [of Canon Law].!

1 The Decretals of Pope Gregory IX, c. 1234, a summary of Church law up to that time.
Pelikan cites Amelius Friedberg, ed., Corpus Juris Canonici, (2nd ed., Leipzig, 1879), 1,
Part I, ch. viii, col. 17.
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Article 2
The Catechism

Christian religion], which is the catholic and orthodox doctrine of the

fathers: the Decalogue of God’s Commandments; and the apostolic faith
[Apostles’ Creed], divided into twelve articles and handed down in a Symbol [i.e.,
formal creedal statement] by the Council of Nicaea, and also confirmed and
expounded elsewhere; and finally the Lord’s Prayer. They steadfastly affirm that
these most holy matters are the good and gracious will of God.

Then they properly teach that these precepts are to be observed in deeds
and in the heart, since this is a spiritual law, and all these articles of faith are to
be believed without doubt, confessed with the mouth, and borne witness to in
works. And they communicate and support these things to people by Scripture
according to its plain meaning, and if anything in them is hidden or abstruse

Q nd so they teach the Catechism [i.e., a summary of the principles of the

they try as much as possible to explain and uncover them from these same
Scriptures.

Again they teach that God is to be prayed to and invoked only through
the name of Christ, the only mediator. And they teach people to pray not only for
themselves, but also for all Christians, wherever they may be on earth, and for
all leaders of the Church, and indeed for all who are placed in prominence and
authority to rule others.

And most of all [they pray for] Caesar ever Augustus [Charles V, Holy
Roman Emperor]. And they implore God for the dignity and success of Your
Majesty [Ferdinand I, king of Bohemia] and for all councils [of state] that He may
prosper and give success to all things for the benefit of the whole Church for
Your Majesty and for Charles, Caesar ever Augustus, and that the empire may
be extended as far as possible. And further, they ask God to see fit to give you a
merciful heart toward all who are subject to and belong to Your Royal Majesty
and who are true followers of God and of His Christ. In sum, in accord with the
command of Christ and the Apostles and the example of the primitive Church,
they teach that all people should be prayed for, without discrimination as to
whether they are friend or foe. And on this account they studiously call the
people together in solemn convocations and with all diligence urge them to more
fervent prayers.

By this wholesome Christian Catechism they instruct not only grownups
but also children, so that immediately from their first years they become familiar
with this and get to know true religion and piety. And therefore they have private
meetings with them, admonishing the parents of these children to instill this
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holy doctrine into them with diligence and to offer pious prayers to God for them
and for all other infants who have been consecrated to the Lord Christ.

And they reject whatever is contrary to this pious Christian Catechism,
and support this with Scripture as far as the God of all gives them power to do
so, and they admonish others to do the same.

Article 3
The Holy Trinity

irst of all, they teach by the Scriptures that God is to be known by faith

as One in divine substance, but three in persons, the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit. They teach that there is a distinction on the part of
the persons, but as regards true essence and substance there is co-equality and
no distinction. This is witnessed to by the Catholic faith, the Synod of Nicaea,
and other decrees and articles in agreement with it, and also by the Confession
or Symbol of Athanasius.

Hence they teach the supreme power, wisdom, and goodness of this one
and the same God, and three excellent works of His which are appropriate to
Him alone and to no other: these are creation, redemption, and preservation or
sanctification. Moreover, they teach that this one true God, one in divine
essence and in one blessed Trinity of persons, is always to be adored and
worshipped with the highest reverence, honor, and praise as Lord of all and the
highest King who reigns over all. All things depend on Him alone, and from Him
all things are to be expected and sought. To Him alone should be shown the
greatest subjection, obedience, fear, and faith. And because of this all religious
practices should be observed sincerely, and those who do not do this acquire
damnation for themselves. As it says in Deuteronomy 6[:13]: “You shall adore
the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.” And again [Deut. 6:5]: “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind,” that is, with all your powers, internal as well as external.

Article 4
Sin and its Fruit and Recognition of It

n this subject they teach that we should not ignore the sins which we
commit first against our neighbors and then against God.

First, people should acknowledge that they are conceived and born in

sin, and then that they are sinners by nature from the time they are in the

womb, and that after that, breaking the law of God in heart and deed, they are
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crushed and burdened by the millstone of sins. As it is written [Ps. 14:2-3; see
also Ps. 53:2-3]: “The Lord, when He looked down from heaven upon the sons of
men to see if any were wise, who sought God, He saw that all were rebellious, all
were equally corrupt; there was none that did what is right, no, not one.” And
again [Gen. 6:5]: “God saw that the wickedness of humans was great upon the
earth, and that every thought of their heart was preserved in evil continually.”
And once more [Gen. 8:21]: “The Lord said in His heart, ‘The sense and thinking
of the human heart is evil from their youth.”” And Paul indeed said [Eph. 2:3]:
“We were children of wrath by nature, just like the rest.”

Then they teach from the Scriptures that because of their depravity and
corruption and because of the sins born from this root, people ought to
acknowledge that a well-deserved damnation hangs over them, a formidable
judgment of God weighs on them, and that a punishment appropriate to their
deeds has been prepared for them in Gehenna. “Indeed,” as Paul says [Rom.
0:23], “the wages of sin is death.” And the Lord says in the Gospel [Matt. 25:46,
30]: “Those who do evil will depart into eternal punishment, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

In addition to this they teach that it is necessary for all to acknowledge
and recognize their infirmity and extreme helplessness and the evils into which
they have been hurled because of their sins, from which they can in no way save
themselves or justify themselves by any works or striving of their own, but that
they have no one but Christ alone, by whose faithfulness they can repent and
free themselves from sin, Satan, the wrath of God, and eternal death. Nor is
there anything in human beings by which one is able to bring help to another.
“For all alike are guilty of sin and have come short in the justice of God” [Rom.
3:23]. As He says through the prophet [Isa. 43:26-27]: “Put me in remembrance
(human that you are), let us bring it to trial, and say if you have anything to
justify yourself; your first father sinned, and your interpreters have been
crooked.” Your sacrifices and ceremonies have displeased me, nor have I
approved the incense from your thurifers, and “you have not satisfied me with
the fat of your sacrifices” [Isa. 43:24]. Paul indeed says to the Hebrews [Heb.
10:8]: “You [God] have not desired nor approved sacrifice and offerings and
burnt offerings for sin, nor do you require them.”

In addition they teach that all the troubles and afflictions by which we
are shaken and struck here, are inflicted or sent on people by the most
meritorious judgment of God on account of sins. Such troubles and afflictions
include heat, cold, hunger, thirst, all the labors, cares, misfortunes, sorrows,
weariness, feebleness of all sorts, and finally death itself. As it is written [Gen.
2:17]: “In the day that you eat of it, you will surely die,” and [Gen. 3:17-18], “The
earth is cursed because of you; in toil you shall eat of it at all times, every day of
your life, and it will bring forth thorns and thistles for you.”

But yet they teach that all these troublous things should be borne by us
patiently, seeing that we have deserved even heavier things. Nevertheless, it is
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not through bearing these evils, however many they may be, that anyone may
merit eternal life. As the Apostle proclaims [Rom. 8:18]: “the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy of being compared to the future glory which will be
revealed to us.” These things are, as the prophet says, so that you may know the
magnitude of your wickedness and weakness and misery, “and understand how
evil and bitter it is to leave your God” [Jer. 2:19]. And burdened and crushed by
these evils, may people wake up and be excited to seek the grace and power of
God, who is merciful and compassionate and great in pardoning.

Article 5
Penitence

n this they teach that penitence is born out of a recognition of sin and

divine wrath. This first, through the Law of God, strikes anguish and

terror in the conscience. This means that when sins are made known
within a person by the word of God and the mind is restored to itself by a bad
conscience, [that person] is made restless and exceedingly sorrowful, and is
almost brought to despair. The heart is anxious, broken in pieces and quaking,
so that a person is able to do absolutely nothing to raise oneself or to find
consolation, but is totally afflicted, dejected in spirit, and trembling and crushed
by monstrous horror at the sight of the wrath of God. As David says about
himself [Ps. 38:3, 6]: “For there is no health in my flesh, because of your
indignation; there is no peace in my bones because of my sin. I am miserable
and bent over, and I go about mourning all the day.” Meanwhile, they teach that
those who are trembling with fear and terror should not despair, but that they
should return with their whole heart to God and receive mercy by faith in Christ,
which is also a part of penitence. They lament that they have sinned and have
no righteousness in themselves. Nevertheless they should implore grace and
clemency, that He may have mercy on them and forgive their sins because of
Christ and His merit, who for our sake was made to be sin and a curse that He
might make satisfaction for our sins to the righteousness of God [2 Cor. 5:21;
see also Gal. 3:13].

And the divine promises are to be inculcated upon those who are so
affected. “In the day of trouble call upon me; I will deliver you, and you shall
glorify me” [Ps. 50:15]. And they teach that this form of penitence, since it is
necessary, is to be maintained through all of life and time. They also teach that
those who have been revived in this way should, as Isaiah writes [Isa. 1:16-17]:
“Cease to do evil, and learn to do good.” Again, John, the precursor of the Lord,
says the same [Luke 3:8]: “Bring forth fruits worthy of repentance.” Repentance
consists mainly in putting to death the old self, and setting aside its acts and
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desires, and putting on a new self, which is created according to God
(Colossians 3 [see also Eph. 4:22-24]).

In addition they teach that penitents should go to a priest and confess
their sins to God Himself before him. Nevertheless, we do not demand or require
an enumeration of sins [before the priest]. From the priest they should seek
advice on how to avoid sin and ask absolution from him through the Keys of the
Church, that they might obtain the remission of sins through this kind of
ministry, which was instituted thus by Christ.

Again, people are taught to make great use of absolution and to believe
without doubting that what is promised through the keys will truly happen,
since it is the voice of Christ and His express command. John 20[:22-23]:
“Receive the Holy Spirit; if you forgive the sins of any. . ..” They should know
that by the use and ministry of the keys, by the authority of the words of Christ,
all their sins are pardoned for them.

They also teach those who have been absolved, that is, those for whom
their sins have been remitted through Christ, to be grateful for the grace of God,
which is accepted in Christ, and not to receive it in vain or to fall back into sin
again. This is based on the text [John 5:14]: “Go, and sin no more, lest a worse
thing happen to you.” And again [Heb. 10:26-27]: “If we sin willingly after we
have accepted the knowledge of truth, no sacrifice is left for sin but only the
expectation of judgment and the fury of fire.”

Again they teach that the foundation and all the power of penitence rest
in the merit of the death of Christ. Luke 24[:46-47]: “Thus it was proper for
Christ to suffer and rise again on the third day, that repentance and remission
of sins should be proclaimed in His name among all people.” And again [Mark
1:15]: “Repent and believe the Gospel.”

They also teach if anyone neglects to repent in God’s name while still
alive, such a one is condemned to a terrible destruction, according to the word
of Christ [Luke 13:3]: “I say to you, unless you repent, you will all perish.”

Article 6
Christ the Lord and Faith in Him

Christ the Lord, namely that He is by nature true God and at the same

time is a human being, through whom all things were made in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible. John, calling Him the eternal Word, explains
that God is light, and that the only-begotten Son dwells in the bosom of the
Father, full of grace and truth [John 1:1, 4, 18, 14]. He says the same in the fifth
chapter of his first epistle [1 John 5:20]: “He is the true God and eternal life.”
And they teach in like manner concerning the works He did for our salvation:

First of all, they teach that one should have a sure and firm faith about
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His incarnation and birth, His suffering, death, and burial, His resurrection and
ascension into heaven, and His sitting at the right hand of the Father, whence
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. Also, as the secrets of Scripture
have it, good works proceed and come forth in us for salvation through the word
and sacraments.

They teach further that Christ is no longer present on earth in the
physical mode perceptible to the senses in which He once lived and moved on
earth as a mortal and was willing to undergo torture and be nailed to the tree,
suffer death, and then rise gloriously through the hard stone and pass through
the closed door, nor will He be until the end of the world. He is, however, in this
mode in heaven, where alone with the Father every tongue is to confess Him and
all are to worship them. And the article of faith [Apostles’ Creed] clearly testifies
to this: “He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty, whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.” And
Paul says in [1] Thessalonians 4[:16]: “The Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout and with the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of
God.” Peter says the same in Acts [3:21]: “Whom the heaven is to receive until
the time of the restitution of all things.” And in the last chapter of Mark it says
[Mark 16:19]: “And then the Lord, after He had spoken with them, was received
into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God,” and the angels who were
standing by said to them [Acts 1:11]: “This Jesus, who has been taken from you
into heaven, will come again in the same way as you have seen Him going into
heaven.”

Still, they also teach that Christ Himself, true God and true human, is
also truly with us on earth, but in a mode and manner of existence different
from before, indeed invisible to the senses, but nevertheless truly and necessary
for our salvation. In this mode He works in us, and we in Him, and He is present
in us through the Holy Spirit and His gifts, whom He promised to send to His
Church in place of His visible essence, and through whom He remains in His
power, grace, goodness, and truth, by which those who believe in Him are saved,
until the end of the age. John 16[:7]: “It is to your advantage that I go away, for
if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go away, I will
send Him to you.” And again [John 14:16-18]: “I will ask the Father, and He will
give you another Comforter (other than me) that He may remain with you
always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it does not
see Him or know Him; but you know Him, for He dwells among you and will be
in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you,” namely through this
Spirit of truth.

And this sense of Scripture is by no means recently made up or
fabricated, for even in the ancient Church it was taught to the people and was
constantly held, as it says in the second distinction, chapter one, of the
Decretals. And there are the words of Augustine: “The Lord has been taken up
until the world is finished.” But nevertheless, this is the truth of the Lord to us,
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that the body in which He rose again must be in one place, but His truth is
spread abroad in every place. Therefore they teach that Christ the Lord is
present in the Church, in the ministry of the word and sacraments, in His other
mode of existence, which we call “invisible.” Everyone ought to receive Him in
this way by faith, believing that through this invisible presence He dwells with
them, that is, through the Spirit of truth, concerning whom He said [John
14:17]: “He will be in you,” and again [John 14:18]: “I will come to you.”

Further, they teach that through Christ, by faith in Christ, people are
freely justified, saved, and given remission of sins through mercy, without any
human work or merit. They teach that His blood and death alone suffice for the
abolition and expiation of all the sins of everyone. Peter agrees with this in Acts
[4:12]: “There is salvation in no one else than in the one Lord Jesus, for there is
no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved.” And again [Acts
10:43]: “To Him all the prophets bear witness, that whoever believes in Him will
receive remission of sins in His name.” And Paul in writing to the Hebrews says
[Heb. 1:3]: “He purged our sins through Himself.” And again [Eph. 1:7]:
“Through whom we have redemption through His blood, the remission of sins.”
And John says [1 John 2:1-2]: “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous, and He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” Again Paul [Heb. 10:10]: “We
are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, made once for
all.” And a little further on he says [Heb. 10:14]: “By this one offering are
perfected forever those who are sanctified.”

They teach in addition that all people are to come to Christ alone for
grace and the remission of their sins, for salvation, and for whatever else they
implore through all the time of their lives. Hebrews 4[:14]: “Having therefore a
great High Priest, who has gone through the heavens, Jesus Christ the Son of
God, let us hold fast to our profession” (that is, of faith in Christ), and he adds
[Heb. 4:16]: “Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.” And Christ
Himself cries out [John 7:37]: “If any are thirsty, let them come and drink.”
“Whoever comes to me will not hunger, and whoever believes in me will never
thirst” [John 6:35].

Again they teach that all confidence and hope should be placed in Him
alone, and all care cast on Him. And they add to this, that because of Him and
His merit alone God is pleased and gracious to love us, to look upon us, to have
us as His children; and that there is eternal life in Him which all who believe in
Him may possess. As it says in John 6[:47]: “Whoever believes in me has eternal
life.” And again [John 6:40]: “This is the will of Him who sent me, that all who
see the Son and believe in Him will have life eternal, and I will raise them up on
the last day.”

Again they teach that none are able to have this faith by their own
powers, desire, or will, for it is a gift of God, who works it in people through the
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Holy Spirit where and when it seems good to Him, so that people might receive
for salvation whatever is administered to them through the external word and
sacraments instituted by Christ.

Concerning this, John the Baptist says to the Lord [John 3:27]: “One
cannot have anything unless it is given from heaven.” And Christ Himself says
[John 6:44]: “No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me.”
And a little further on [John 6:65]: “Unless it has been given to them by my
Father,” that is, through the Holy Spirit.

They go on in their teaching to say that people are justified before God
only by faith or confidence in Jesus Christ, without any efforts, merits, or works
of their own. As Paul says [Rom. 4:5]: “Further, to those who do not work, but
believe in Him who justifies the ungodly, their faith is counted for
righteousness.” Again [Rom. 3:21-22]: “Now indeed, without the Law, the
righteousness of God is manifested, as the Law and the Prophets bear witness.
And this righteousness is through faith in Jesus Christ, etc.” And elsewhere
[Acts 13:39]: “Everyone who believes is justified through Him.” And this Sixth
Article is regarded among us all as the main one by far, since it is the sum of all
Christianity and piety. Therefore our people teach and expound it with all
diligence and zeal and try to infuse it into all.

Article 7
Good Works

hey add to this that those who are justified solely by the grace of God and

by faith in Christ should do the good works which God commands and

walk worthily in them according to their calling in life in whatever kind,
status, or age of life may be theirs. Thus indeed the Lord in Matthew said [Matt.
28:20]: “Teach them to observe all things which I have commanded you.” In
truth, since there is much concerning this throughout the Scriptures, we refrain
from saying more about it.

And indeed they teach what is the main reason and by what advice good
works are to be done. This is not so that humans may think that they can justify
themselves and get salvation and the remission of sins as a consequence of their
efforts. For the Lord Himself said [Luke 17:10]: “When you have done all the
things which are commanded to you, say ‘we are worthless servants.’”” Again
Paul says [Rom. 3:20; see also Gal. 2:16]: “In His sight no one will be justified in
the flesh by the works of the Law.” And David says [Ps. 143:2]: “Lord, do not
enter into judgment with your servant, for no one living will be justified in your
sight.”

But they teach that good works are to be done so that through them
one’s faith may be proven. For good works are a sure testimony, sign, and
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indication of the living faith which lies within, and they are its fruits, through
which a good tree is distinguished from a bad one, as it says in Matthew 7[:17-
20]. Another reason for doing good works is so that people may make their
calling firm and sure, and serve in it without sin. As Peter has it in the first
chapter of his second Epistle [2 Pet. 1:10]: “Brothers, work to make your calling
and election sure.” And again [2 Pet. 1:4-5]: “Give all diligence to this, and be
free from the corruption that is in the world through lust, and support faith with
goodness, and goodness with knowledge. . . .” There follows [2 Pet. 1:8]: “For if
these things are in you and are increasing among you, they will keep you from
being indifferent or useless in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.”

For this reason they teach that good works ought to be done so that an
entry might be abundantly supplied into the eternal Kingdom, and thus a more
ample mercy might be given by God, as it says in 2 Peter 1[:10]: “For if you do
these things, you will never stumble, for in this way. . . .”

They teach that this is to be done especially through works of mercy and
charity to one’s neighbor, in giving alms, in the care of the sick, in instruction of
others, and other things of this sort which have the promise of grace and
reward. As it says in Luke 6[:36, 38, 37]: “Be merciful, as your Father also is
merciful; give, and it will be given to you; forgive, and you will be forgiven.” And
in another place [Luke 12:33]: “Sell what you possess and give alms; prepare for
yourselves purses which do not grow old, an unfailing treasure in heaven.” And
again [Luke 14:13-14]: “When you make a feast, invite the poor and crippled,
etc. And you will be blessed because they are not able to repay you; but you will
be repaid in the resurrection of the just.” And in Matthew 25[:34-35, 45]: “Come,
blessed ones of my Father, take possession of the kingdom prepared for you
from the beginning of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat; I was thirsty. . . . Amen, I say to you, what you have done to one of these the
least of my brethren, you have done it to me.” Therefore, works done in faith are
pleasing to God, and have their reward in this life and in that which is to come.

They also teach that all good works are to be performed only in the name
of Christ to the glory of God, as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10[:31] and
Colossians 3[:17]: “Whatever you do in word and deed, do all in the name of
Jesus.” And the Lord Himself says [John 15:5]: “Without me you can do
nothing,” that is, nothing pleasing to God and helpful for your salvation.

For the rest, they teach that we should know the difference between
works instituted by humans and works which are commanded by God, and why
each should be done and maintained. If indeed works have been commanded by
God, they are never to be omitted on account of human traditions. For the Lord
severely rebukes those who act differently [Matt. 15:3, 9]: “Why do you
transgress the commandments of God because of your traditions . . . and in vain
do they worship me, teaching human precepts as if they were doctrines.”
Therefore they diligently warn that works instituted by humans are not to be
done in the same way as those which God has established and commanded.
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Again they teach that faith and charity, which is love to God and to one’s
neighbor, are the source of all virtue and good works. In 1 Timothy 1[:5] it says:
“The end of the commandment is charity done out of a pure heart and good
conscience, and by a faith not pretended,” for “without faith,” as the Epistle to
the Hebrews [11:6] has it, “it is not possible to do what is pleasing to God,” and
“without charity” nothing is of any use (1 Corinthians 13).

They further teach that there is no one who fully does the works
commanded by God, and that there is no one who does not sin, however
diligently one may labor in good works and in the Law of God. As it is written
[Eccles. 7:20]: “There is no one on earth who does good and does not sin.” In
Jesus Christ, therefore, everyone should seek in faith the perfection of the Law
and life and righteousness and salvation from His merit and grace. For those
who have taken hold of Christ and have taken refuge and turned to Him who
fulfilled the Law for everyone who believes, all their sins are washed away
through His blood so that transgressions of the Law cannot condemn the
believer. Thus the Apostle says in Romans 8[:1]: “There is no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit.” Therefore, Christ is the satisfaction for all believers, and
as Paul has it [1 Cor. 1:30]: “[He became for us] wisdom and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption.”

Article 8
The Holy Catholic [i.e., Universal] Church

hey teach first that Christ the Lord, by His merit, grace, and truth, is the

Head and Foundation Stone of the Church, on Whom it is built up

through the Holy Spirit by word and sacrament, as Christ says to Peter
[Matt. 16:18]: “And upon this rock (that is, myself) I will build my Church.” And
Paul in 1 Corinthians 3[:11] says: “No other foundation can anyone lay except
that which has been laid, which is Jesus Christ.” And in another place he writes
the same [Eph. 1:22-23]: “He Himself is Head of His body the Church, who fills
all in all.”

They further teach that one ought to believe and confess the holy catholic
Church which in its present state is made up of all Christians, wherever they
live on earth and in whatever places they may be dispersed, all of whom have
been gathered into one faith in Christ and in the Holy Trinity by the word of the
holy Gospel from all nations, peoples, tribes, and tongues, of every class, age,
and station. As it is written by John in the Apocalypse [Rev. 7:9]: “After this I
looked, and, behold, a great crowd, which no one was able to number, etc.” And
the Lord said [Matt. 18:20]: “Where two or three (in whatever nation or people)
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the midst of them.” For
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wherever Christ is preached and accepted, wherever His word and sacraments
are present, and are administered and received according to His order and will,
there is the holy Christian Church, and there is Christian society, and there is
the people of God, whatever their number may be. But where Christ is absent,
and His word is rejected, there neither the true Church nor a people pleasing to
God can exist.

They teach in addition that whoever in this Church maintains the unity
of the Spirit of Christ should also embrace all of its members in love and devote
and consecrate oneself completely to it and its work. Each member should not
introduce sects or incite seditions, but rather live in it in the bond of peace and
in agreement with all, since such a person is a true member of the Church. Paul
speaks about this in Ephesians [4:1-3]: “I beg you to walk worthy of the call by
which you have been called, in all humility and gentleness, with all mildness of
spirit, bearing with one another in love, seeking to promote the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of peace, etc.” And again [Rom. 15:2]: “Let every one of
us please our neighbor in good in order to build them up,” and “let nothing be
done through strife or conceit” [Phil. 2:3], and “beware of division” [Phil. 3:2].

Concerning their own congregation [denomination], they hold and teach
that it, like the others, however large or small it may be, is not the Holy
Universal Church, but is a part and member of it, as the Corinthians were, of
whom the Apostle writes in 1 Corinthians 12[:27]: “You are the body of Christ,
and individually members of it.”

They also teach that order should be maintained in the Church, so that
none seek just what is to their own advantage, or think arrogantly of
themselves, but rather that all should think of each other, and seek not their
own things, but should mutually be subject to one another for the sake of Christ
and their salvation. And this subjection is to be of the sort Peter and others
spoke of, and which has been passed down in the laws and ancient canons of
the Church. This is what we practice to the highest degree.

Besides this, they teach that those who are manifestly impious,
impenitent, and obstinate, that is, those who will not hear the admonition of the
Church, should be corrected by the censure and punishment which is generally
called anathema or excommunication. And this should be administered without
partiality to all whose impiety is publicly known and who, being addicted to the
grossest sins, still persist in them even though they have often been admonished
about this.

And these conspicuous and open sinners who refuse to repent, of
whatever status or condition, ecclesiastical or secular, should be excluded from
the fellowship of the Church, not by human force, but by the word and
interdiction of the Lord who ordered this to be done. Matthew 18[:15-17]: “If a
member of the Church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two
of you are alone. If this member will not hear you, then take with you one or two
others; and if this person still will not hear, then tell the Church; and if this
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person will not hear even the Church, then such a person is to be to you as a
Gentile and a tax-collector.” Paul says the same [2 Thess. 3:6]: “We command
you, Brethren, in the Name of Jesus Christ that you separate yourself from any
member who behaves with disorder, and not according to the tradition which
you received from us.” And elsewhere he says [1 Cor. 5:13]: “Drive that wicked
person away from you.”

In addition to this they teach that there have always been, and will be to
the last day, hypocrites and impious persons in the Church who do evil in secret
and cannot easily be accused or excommunicated. Concerning these the Lord
says that in the last day “the angels will separate them out of the midst of the
just and send them into a furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth” [Matt. 13:41-42].

For the rest, they teach that Antichrist, the wicked one, is seated in the
temple of God, that is, the Church. The prophets, as well as Christ and the
Apostles spoke of this, warning all the faithful to beware of him and his errors,
and not to allow themselves to be led astray from the truth [Dan. 9:27, 12:11;
Matt. 24:15; 1 John 2:22; 1 John 4:3].

They posit a twofold malice and deception in Antichrist. First, false
doctrine contrary to the meaning and mind of Christ and the entire Scripture.
The Apostle says of this [2 Tim. 4:3-4]: “The time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but in accord with their own desires they will heap up
teachers for themselves; having itching ears they will turn their ears away from
truth and turn to fables.” The other malice and deception of Antichrist is the
abomination of his way of life, which is full of every kind of sin. Concerning this,
Paul says in 2 Timothy 3[:2]: “Know this too; that in the last days perilous times
will come. There will be people who love only themselves, avaricious, boasters,
prideful, blasphemers, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, etc.” Christ
Himself says in Matthew 24[:10-13]: “Then many shall be offended, and they will
betray one another, and hate one another; and many false prophets will arise
and lead many astray; and because iniquity abounds, the love of many will grow
cold. But whoever perseveres unto the end will be saved.” And in another place
[Matt. 18:7]: “Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks, etc.” And [Matt.
11:6] “blessed are those who are not offended by me.”

Article 9
Ecclesiastical Order:
Superintendents or Ministers of the Church

hey teach that ministers of the Church, to whom the administration of the

word and sacraments is entrusted, ought to be properly installed,
according to the order of the Lord and the Apostles. To engage in this
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office, let pious and faithful ones be called from among the people, ones who are
full of faith and blameless, having the gifts necessary for this ministry. First of
all, let them be honest in their way of life, and when they have been approved,
and not before, after prayer has been offered by the Seniors [i.e., bishops], let
them be confirmed in this office through the laying on of hands in the presence
of the people. Hebrews 5[:1]: “Every high priest is taken from among
mortals. . . .” And Paul, writing to Titus [1:6-9] and Timothy, also hands down
the form and model of this ordination [2 Tim. 2:1-2]: “And you, therefore, my
son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And those things which you
have heard from me before many witnesses, commit to faithful persons who are
suited for this so that they may be able to teach others also.”

Therefore among us none are indeed permitted to function in the office of
a priest unless, as is proper, they are called and installed according to these
precepts. And they teach that the public evidence of those who have been set
aside for the ministry of the Church is to care diligently for the souls of those
entrusted to them, and to minister to them the word and sacraments of the
Gospel faithfully according to Christ’s command, and to present themselves as a
good example for all, and to pray to God for them, asking that they be freed from
sins and errors. And they may find out from the Scripture what His will is for all.
In 1 Peter 5[:2] it says: “Feed the flock of Christ which is in your charge,
exercising oversight not under compulsion but willingly, not for sordid gain, but
with a willing spirit.” And Paul says [2 Tim. 4:5]: “Be vigilant in all things;
endure afflictions; do the work of an evangelist; carry out your ministry fully.”
Again [1 Tim. 4:12-16]: “Be an example for believers in speech and conduct, in
love, in faith, in purity. Until I arrive, give attention to the reading [of Scripture],
to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was
given to you through prophecy with the imposition of hands, by the authority of
the priests. Put these things into practice; devote yourself to them that your
progress in all may be made manifest. Pay close attention to yourself and to your
doctrine; persist in these things, for if you do this you will save both yourself
and those who hear you.”

They teach also that those who exercise ecclesiastical administrative
office should hold to that doctrine in the Church which departs in nothing from
the sacred canons, and should unanimously profess this in one spirit. 2 Timothy
1[:13] says: “Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from
me with the faith and love which is in Christ Jesus, etc.” And again [1 Tim. 1:3]:
“Instruct certain people not to teach any different doctrine.”

They further teach about those who are in charge in the Church that
they (either through themselves or through others) should not force anyone to
faith by punishment, nor seize control in the Church, nor exercise dominion
over faith. Matthew 20[:25-26]: “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and those who are great have power over them. It shall not be so
among you, but whoever among you wishes to be great, etc.” And Peter [1 Pet.
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5:3]: “Not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock.” And again Paul [2 Cor. 1:24]: “Not domineering over you in faith, but
being helpers of your joy in the Lord.”

And those who have devoted themselves to the ministry of the Church, in
accord with what Paul prescribed for Timothy and Titus, ought to bear patiently
with those who are evil and adversaries of the truth, so that they might convince
them with the testimonies of the Scriptures and gain them for Christ.

They also teach that priests should not occupy themselves in secular
affairs, and especially that they should be free of the married state so that they
can be more fit and ready to serve the needs of their neighbors and the Church.
Indeed, marriage brings many things with it which hinder many so that they
respond less well to their vocation. Consequently our people think that
unmarried people are more suitable and convenient for the ministry of the
Church, provided of course that God has given them this particular gift.

It is not that they think priests would be sinning if they should contract
a marriage if necessity calls for it or if there are other good reasons for doing so.
For Paul openly teaches that a “husband of one wife” [1 Tim. 3:2] should be
selected to hold office in the Church.

Nor do they take this to extremes, for they would prefer an honest and
legitimate marriage to the very impure celibacy of some who live in blatant
depravity and give themselves to lust and fornication. In acknowledgment of this
Paul says [1 Cor. 7:9]: “It is better to marry than to burn,” for on account of acts
of shameful lust of this sort, which are so foul and abominable and which many
engage in, not only priests but anyone else without exception ought to be
excluded from the communion of the Church.

And indeed they teach the entire people and populace ought to be
subject to and obey those who exercise oversight in the Church. They should
honor them and be directed by them in those things which have to do with their
salvation. Luke 10[:16]: “Whoever hears you, hears me”; and [Matt. 10:40]:
“Whoever receives you, receives me.” And the Apostle [Heb. 13:17]: “Obey those
who are placed over you and yield to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls.” And again [1 Tim. 5:17]: “Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy
of a double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.”

Thus they also teach that they should be provided for and supplied with
the necessities of life. As Paul says [1 Cor. 9:14]: “The Lord ordained that those
who proclaim the Gospel should get their living from the Gospel.”

They also teach that those who are able and are not occupied in great
labor in the interests of their people, or impeded in some other way, should
provide food for themselves with [the labor of] their own hands, lest they become
a burden and become lazy and unfaithful, for sloth too is a fault, and thus they
may become a burden to the Church. In this they are following the example of
Paul in Acts 20[:35]: “You ought to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, for
He himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
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